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Johnson, Maria C.

From: Pomeranz, Jeff A.
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2021 4:42 PM
To: City Council
Subject: 7-23-2021 Council Communications - 274

7-23-2021 Council Communications Topics: 
 

 City of Cedar Rapids Flag Process 
 Racing for a Cause at Hawkeye Downs to Benefit C.O.P.S. 
 National Night Out – August 3 
 Community Climate Action Plan 
 Solar Group Buy 
 Cargill Railyard Construction Update 
 Ellis and Jones Pools Filled 
 Old MacDonald’s Farm Schedule Change  

 

City of Cedar Rapids Flag Process 
In June 2019 we began a public process to develop a new city flag. To kick off the process we did public outreach asking 
residents to submit design ideas, colors, shapes and symbols for the new flag, with the goal to create a flag that reflects 
our city and incorporates citizen input and ideas. The original plan was to unveil the new design at our resident 
appreciation day event in June 2020 before things closed because of the pandemic. The public process was put on hold, 
but work has continued behind the scenes. After the public input process that launched the project, a number of local 
volunteer graphic designers helped take the public designs and input to create several possible designs. From those, we 
sent 20 designs to members of the North American Vexillological Association (NAVA) for feedback. We used their 
comments to make changes to many of the designs and sent those changes back to the Vexillological Association experts 
for feedback.  The next steps involved gathering a committee to pick the top four designs that best reflect Cedar Rapids 
and the input from residents. The Communications Division is currently working to create a website to showcase the 
final designs, which will be presented to Cedar Rapids residents and promoted to the media beginning Wednesday, July 
28. You can preview the designs here. Ranking will be open through the month of August. We plan to host an event at 
10 am September 18 at the downtown library to unveil the final flag selected by Cedar Rapids residents. 

Racing for a Cause at Hawkeye Downs to Benefit C.O.P.S. 
Hawkeye Downs Speedway and Expo Center, 4400 6th Street SW, will be hosting “Racing for a Cause” to benefit C.O.P.S. 
(Concerns of Police Survivors) charity.  The event will be held Friday, July 30 beginning at 7 p.m. with the race to begin at 
7:30 p.m.  The Cedar Rapids Police Department Honor Guard will be participating.  Cedar Rapids Police officers will be 
conducting a traffic stop demonstration and the Police K9 team will also conduct a demonstration.  The Police 
Department invited the Linn County Sheriff’s Office, Hiawatha Police Department, Marion Police Department, and the 
Iowa State Patrol to participate as well. The police units will be part of the opening ceremonies and conducting the 
demonstrations during intermission.  C.O.P.S. provides resources to families of fallen law enforcement officers so the 
families can rebuild their lives following a tragedy. 

National Night Out – August 3 
The Police Department is encouraging residents to register and plan events to celebrate National Night Out 2021 on 
Tuesday, August 3. National Night Out is an annual event that promotes police-community partnerships and 
neighborhood camaraderie to make neighborhoods safer, better places to live.  Here are details sent to the community 
on how neighborhoods can participate: 
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Hosting a National Night Out event is easy: 
 Determine the location and time 
 Go to www.cedar-rapids.org/police to download an invitation that can be customized and sent to neighbors 
 Register your event so that police officers can stop by and meet your neighbors by contacting Sergeant Laura 

Faircloth at 319-286-5425 or l.faircloth@cedar-rapids.org 
 Invite your neighbors and enjoy the night! 

 
National Night Out is a great way to reinforce the relationship with neighbors and local police officers.  As of mid-week, 
there were approximately 10 events scheduled throughout the community.  Sergeant Faircloth will compile a list of 
locations where neighbors are hosting a National Night Out event. 

Community Climate Action Plan 
The Community Climate Action Plan is its final phase of public engagement. Survey results from the second round of 
community input were presented to the Community Climate Advisory Committee (CCAC) last week. The survey 
identified community priorities through an enhanced focus on feedback from vulnerable populations. In-person surveys 
were prioritized in neighborhoods with higher social vulnerability. The following chart shows how the 278 resident 
responses compare to Cedar Rapids’ overall demographics. 
 

Social Vulnerability Survey Reach Cedar Rapids Overall 
Non-white 28% 17% 
Income less than $25k 29% 18% 
Rent their home 35% 35% 

 
The survey data reflects a higher or equal representation of socially vulnerable demographics compared to the City 
overall. This has been a goal of the public input process for this plan. Residents were asked to choose their top priorities 
out of 12 potential initiatives for the Community Climate Action Plan. The top five initiatives identified in this round of 
feedback were: 1. Healthy Food Access, 2. Green & Healthy Homes, 3. ReLeaf Cedar Rapids, 4. City–School Partnerships, 
and 5. Green Corridors. The CCAC provided additional feedback following the survey results, which will be incorporated 
into draft initiatives and actions for the plan. The draft will be presented to CCAC on July 27. Feedback from City staff, 
community focus groups, and City Council will be sought in August and September. The plan will be finalized and 
presented to Council for adoption on September 28. 

Solar Group Buy 
The City of Cedar Rapids continues to partner in the Grow Solar Linn + Johnson Counties “solar group buy” campaign, 
running through August. The more homes in Johnson and Linn Counties that install solar during the program, the lower 
the price becomes for all participants. Through the program’s duration, educational events called “Solar Power Hours” 
are held where interested parties can learn program basics, ask questions, and get a free quote. The City will cohost an 
upcoming virtual Solar Power Hour on July 27 from 6:30–7:30 PM. Participants have already unlocked a series of 
discounts through the program. Registration and additional information can be found here. 

Cargill Railyard Construction Update 
Earthwork is underway and staff is responding to nearby residents who have voiced concerns primarily about dust, 
noise, and mud on the streets. Cargill is responding to concerns – using a street sweeper to clean the streets and water 
spreaders onsite to control dust. The Police Department has responded to the noise complaints by measuring sound 
levels and have found them in compliance with the City’s noise ordinance.  At this time, the site appears to be operating 
comparably to other public and private construction sites in the city, and we have not found any violations that would 
warrant a work stoppage. Staff will continue to respond to residents and document the condition of the site with 
photos, videos and noise measurements. 

Ellis and Jones Pools Filled 
Next week, the Parks and Recreation Department will fill Ellis and Jones Pools to full capacity to perform necessary 
maintenance. The routine procedures are required annually to keep the pools in good working condition and prepare for 



3

a fast, efficient start the next season. Maintenance, including monitoring mechanical equipment, operating systems, and 
chemical induction systems, can be performed on site while the pools have no bather load. Water levels need to be at 
the top of the vessels for testing due to their gutter filtration systems. Once maintenance is complete, the pools will be 
drained and prepared for winter conditions.  

Old MacDonald’s Farm Schedule Change  
Due to anticipated lower staffing levels, the hours at Old McDonald’s Farm will change beginning Sunday, August 1. After 
review of average daily attendance numbers, the farm will be closed on Sunday for the remainder of the season and 
open on Monday and Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. It will operate Wednesday through Saturday from 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  This will be reevaluated when school starts on August 23. Historically, attendance starts to decrease 
for the season in August.  

 


